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PRESS RELEASE - Immediate Use

Signs Are Good For Black Hat’s Digital Escalator Panel Ads

Brighton company Black Hat Productions (BHP), specialists in the provision of bespoke content for the out-of-home digital media market are now working alongside Viacom Outdoor to produce compelling and original content for London Underground’s groundbreaking 66 Digital Escalator Panels (D-EPs), sited at Tottenham Court Road tube station. 

BHP has so far produced 5’’ adverts for Nikon, Swiss Tourist Board and the Sony Centre, all currently running on the D-EPs. The varied experience that BHP have in the marketplace enable them to understand the complexities of the production of compelling creative in its many forms, lending a very flexible approach to their work an example of which is illustrated here. To accommodate the format of the panels, BHP produce all creative ‘on its side’ and then twist it by 90 degrees for portrait playout.

Richard Simkins, Account Manager at Viacom Outdoor said "Black Hat Productions have consistently provided exciting and engaging creative for our clients who have used our Digital Escalator Panels. We understand that designing for this format can be quite challenging but BHP have executed each campaign with a high level of skill while remaining reliable and cost-effective. I look forward to working with them again in the imminent future."

As more advertisers and media owners are coming to see the out-of-home digital media networks as valuable commodities (current net worth being £20m per year, forecast to grow 45% in 2005) and the consumer is looking to the medium for more informative, innovative and engaging content, there is a growing trend for advertising agencies, media consultancies and more notably technical specialists, to either supplement their in-house creative teams or to set up strategic partnerships with digital media creative specialists such as Black Hat Productions.

Research figures show that 73% of people travelling on the escalators at Tottenham Court Road watch the panels for the length of their journey and 84% of people questioned had positive comments to make i.e. that the content was engaging or entertaining and the system innovative. 
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